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Parties
The Northeast Regional ocean Counci l  (NRoc) is a U.S. state and federal  partnership with the goal of
engag ing in reg iona l  p ro tec t ionandba lanceduseofoceanandcoasta l  resources .  NRoC'scoord ina ted
approach reaches across state boundaries from Maine to Connect icut to f ind and implement solut ions
to the region's most pressing ocean and coastal  issues.

The Gu l f  o f  Ma ine  Counc i lon  the  Mar ine  Env i ronment  (GOMC) is  a  U.S. -Canad ian  par tnersh ip  o f
government and non-government organizat ions working to maintain and enhance environmental
qual i ty in the Gulf  of  Maine to al low for sustainable resource use by exist ing and future generat ions. The
Counci l  represents a unique non-regulatory forum for bi-nat ional discussion on environmental  issues of
shared concern.

Overview
Our organizat ions have a shared interest in the wise management of coastal  and ocean resources for the
benef i t  of  current and future generat ions. Further we have a common geographic focus around the Gulf
of Maine and shared pr ior i t ies around a healthy and resi l ient coastal  and ocean ecosystem. As such we
have a strong interest in col laborat ing with each other and leveraging human and f inancial  resources to
the benef i t  of  our shared ecosvstem.

Methods of col laborat ion
Our organizat ions agree to partner on the fol lowing:

1. Coordinated strategic planning - As each organizat ion prepares and/or updates i ts long-range
plans i t  wi l l  ensure strong consultat ion occurs to capital ize on opportunit ies and minimize
redundanc ies .  We unders tand how our  miss ions  are  in te r tw ined and w i l l  work  coopera t ive ly  to
imp lement  them,  inc lud ing  the  pursu i t  o f  jo in t  work  p lans  where  appropr ia te .  We commi t  to
substant ive and ongoing dialogue. We wi l l  be mutual ly support ive, responsive to requests for
ass is tance and so l i c i t  adv ice  f rom each o ther  as  needed.  In  th is  wav we w i l l  sus ta in  a  durab le
and effect ive working relat ionship.

2. Ecosystem Health Act iv i t ies -  Healthy ecosystems is a shared pr ior i ty for both organizat ions. On
an annual basis the organizat ions wi l l  assess their  planned ecosystem health act iv i t ies and
ident i f y  a  po in t  o f  con tac t  (POC) for  purposes  o f  ma in ta in ing  communica t ion  and shar ing
in fo rmat ion  and lessons  learned.  The des ignated  POCS wi l l  iden t i f y  oppor tun i t ies  fo r
co l labora t ion  in  the  Gu l f  o f  Ma ine  reg ion  as  we l l  as  oppor tun i t ies  to  t rans fer  ideas  to  the i r
b roader  geograph ies  o f  Southern  New Eng land and the  Canad ian  Mar i t imes.

3. Cl imate Change Act iv i t ies -  The economic, social  and environmental  ef fects of a changing
cl imate are another shared pr ior i ty.  Both organizat ions are working on cl imate change pol icy,
communica t ions  and techn ica l  ass is tance.  On an  annua l  bas is  the  organ iza t ions  w i l l  des ignate  a
point of  contact (POC) that wi l l  ident i fy opportunit ies for col laborat ion in the Gulf  of  Maine
region as wel l  as opportunit ies to transfer ideas to their  broader geographies of Southern New
England and the  Canad ian  Mar i t imes.

4. Joint projects -  Subject to avai lable funding, the organizat ions wi l l  jo int ly support  projects of
shared interest that are ident i f ied during the development of each organizat ion's annual work
prans .

5. Progress reports -  The organizat ions wi l l  per iodical ly report  to their  respect ive boards on
progress in implementing this MOU and sol ic i t  suggest ions for other col laborat ion opportunit ies.

6 .  Fund deve lopment  and management  -  When appropr ia te  the  organ iza t ions  w i l l  work
cooperat ively on funding requests to ensure an integrated, seamless approach. In addit ion, the
Assoc ia t ion  o f  US De legates  to  the  Gu l f  o f  Ma ine  Counc i l  on  the  Mar ine  Env i ronment ,  when



requested by NROC, may assist that organization by receiving, disbursing and accounting for
funds that the organization receives.

Durat ion and terminat ion of Aqreement
The durat ion of the agreement wi l l  be for one year.  Renewal wi l l  be automatic unless specif ical ly
terminated. Amendment of the agreement may be made at any t ime, by signature of both part ies.
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